
School Safety New Year’s Resolution 

 

 

Whether you have made New Year’s 
resolutions for 2020 or  not, consider making a 
commitment to school safety a resolution.  What 
does this mean?  It means that if you  see 
something, say something, so school staff can do 
something.  There are also things that you can do 
throughout the school year.   It takes our entire 
HCPS learning community to keep our students 
and staff safe.  Here are just a few things that you 
can do. 

See Something:  Here are some examples 
that should not be ignored: 

 Witnessing speeding or reckless driving in 
parking lot. 

 Seeing a possible weapon. 

 Witnessing activity involving drugs. 

 Witnessing a verbal altercation or fight. 

 Seeing someone on school property who 
appears to be under the influence of drugs 
or alcohol. 

 Anything on the grounds that could cause 
an injury. 

 Any suspicious activity. 

 Anything happening in a neighborhood 
that could negatively impact the school 
environment. 

Say Something:  If you see something, say 
something.  Here are some reporting options: 

 If what you see appears to be an 
emergency, call 911 immediately. 

 If you are in a school parking lot or at a 
school event, look for   a school staff 
member to report what you have seen.  On 
the secondary level, you may also see a 
School Security Officer (SSO) and/or the 
School Resource Officer (SRO), who is a 
Henrico County Police officer . 

 Call the school and give a report to a 
school administrator. 

 You may use Anonymous Alerts in two 
ways.  You can download the app and use 
the activation code, Henrico.  In addition, 
every school website has the link to 
Anonymous Alerts in the upper left-hand 
corner.  To have an anonymous two-way 
conversation with a school administrator, 

be sure to include your email address, 
which is completely anonymous. 

Do Something:  We’ve all done it.  You see a 
friend or family member about to walk in front of 
a moving vehicle in a parking lot, and you 
automatically straighten your arm out to the side 
to stop the person.  Or, you warn someone about 
a slick patch of ice before he or she walks on it.  
Please display this care and vigilance at our 
schools, too, if you see a child or an adult who 
could use your assistance. 

 Of course, reporting what you have seen 
is doing something which then gives 
administrative teams and school 
counselors the opportunity to do 
something by beginning an investigation.  
Some reports may be shared with the 
school’s Safety Committee, so they can 
discuss solutions. 

 In the October issue of Safety Matters, 
you read about the new HCPS threat 
assessment process, so please be sure to 
do something if you know of any threat to 
a child or the school, by reporting it. 

 Talk to your child and encourage him  or  
her to report what he or she sees or hears 
that is a safety issue or a threat. 

 You can do something by becoming more 
involved in school programs and 
activities.  If each parent or guardian 
could volunteer just one or two hours each 
year, think of all that could be done to 
benefit our students.  You would be not 
only a helper, but also an observer, and 
this makes schools safer. 

 Many of our schools have a program for 
dads called Watch D.O.G.S, which stands 
for Dads of Great Students.  This enables 
a dad to spend time in his child’s school 
walking the hallways, checking interior 
and exterior doors to make sure they are 
locked, helping in the cafeteria and bus 
ramp, and  doing anything else needed. 

As we ring in 2020, let’s make a resolution 
that if we see something, we will say something 
with a commitment to always do something!   

 

1. Read “Guidelines for 
Volunteers” and fill  out a 
Volunteer Application. 
You may get these at your 
child’s school or on the 
HCPS website, beneath the 
Community tab. 

2. Turn in your completed 
application at the school 
where you want to 
volunteer.  Each school has 
a volunteer coordinator who 
will  screen your application 
and run your name  through 
the National Sex Offender 
Registry.  The application 
must then be approved by 
the school principal.   

3. Complete the Volunteer 
Orientation at the school.  
This includes watching the 
HCPS Volunteer Safety 
video. 

 
Please know  that all field trip 
chaperones must go through this 
process. 
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How do I become 
a volunteer? 

 


